December 2008

Governor Brian D. Schweitzer
Montana Capitol

PO Box 200801

Helena, MT  59620-0801

Dear Governor Schweitzer, 
I strongly support the Montana Working Forests Project.  A part of a larger 310,000-acre Plum Creek acquisition, the Montana Working Forest Project has a goal of transferring approximately 111,000 acres to the State of Montana.  These working forest lands are located in the Seeley-Swan, Fish Creek drainage, and Potomac area.  

The Montana Working Forests Project represents a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the quality of life in western Montana and to maintain the core values that make western Montana such a special place.

The Montana Working Forests Project will maintain essential resource, conservation, social and economic values in western Montana.
· The Montana Working Forests Project will maintain recreational access for hunters, anglers, hikers, snowmobilers and other uses. Access to these lands could ultimately be in jeopardy unless the Montana Working Forests Project is successful. 

· The Montana Working Forests Project will help to maintain forest industry jobs. Western Montana has a proud wood products history, but is currently facing serious economic uncertainty. Sustainable timber harvest on these lands will ensure sound stewardship of these lands for the future generations that work and play here.

· The Montana Working Forests Project will stem fragmentation of landscape from second-home rural development. Throughout the west we are losing intact landscapes to fragmentation caused by “backcountry sprawl.” When fragmentation of forestland occurs, the forest may cease to provide what a forest should provide – public access, clean water, wildlife habitat, and wood products.  The Montana Working Forests Project will reduce this fragmentation, which is essential to maintain western Montana’s traditional quality of life.
· The Montana Working Forest Project will slow the rapidly rising cost of fire suppression in rural landscapes.  Montana taxpayers would be faced with higher fire fighting costs if the Montana Working Forests Project lands are sold on the open market and developed.  A recent study by Headwaters Economics, funded by the Montana Fire Suppression Interim Committee, shows that 20,000 acres of lands within the Montana Working Forest Project were burned, or were within one mile of three separate fires, in 2007.  Had these lands been developed at the time – even at very low densities – the study predicts suppression costs for these fires would have been $13 million more. Reducing the costs of fire and the risk to firefighters is in the interest of all Montanans. 
· The Montana Working Forests Project will protect some of Montana’s (and America’s) most critical wildlife habitat. Habitat for grizzly bears, lynx, bull trout and other species will be conserved and protected through sound land management principles and policies.

I view The Montana Working Forests Project as a remarkable opportunity to help conserve not only an important landscape, but a way of life in western Montana.

Sincerely,

