December 2008

Governor Brian D. Schweitzer

Montana Capitol

PO Box 200801

Helena MT  59620-0801

Dear Governor Schweitzer:

Maintaining a viable timber economy is important to me. Montana has a rare opportunity to acquire about 111,000 acres of timberland in Northwest Montana from Plum Creek Timber Co. In the Swan Valley, about 16,000 acres are available to add to the Swan River State Forest. Because of the moist climate, it is prime timber growing land. The forests are resilient, and the trees grow fast. The land can be restored and sustainably managed long into the future, supporting loggers, log truck drivers, mills, mill works and an emerging restoration workforce.
I am also concerned about wildlife habitat and public access. If the lands are sold to private developers, wildlife habitat will be lost, and fences and No Trespassing signs will go up, limiting our opportunities for hunting, fishing, snowmobiling and cross country skiing.

Please set aside the necessary funding to acquire these lands. It’s a once in a lifetime opportunity

Thank you.

Sincerely,

