December 2008

Governor Brian D. Schweitzer

Montana Capitol

PO Box 200801

Helena MT  59620-0801

Dear Governor Schweitzer:

I am proud of Montana’s rich natural heritage. Unlike other states, we still have viable populations of nearly all the animal and plant species indigenous to the Northern Rockies. Some of the most critical habitat for rare plants and endangered wildlife, such as grizzly bears and bull trout, is on lands owned by Plum Creek Timber Co. that are now available to the State of Montana. We have a rare chance to secure the long-term viability of our natural heritage by acquiring 111,000 acres of Plum Creek lands. It would be foolish to miss this extraordinary opportunity.
Like most Montanans I have benefited from Plum Creek Timber Company’s open lands policy. The public access afforded by these lands is important to me. I also want Montana’s timber economy to thrive. If we can’t protect these lands, public access will be lost and our timber economy will be further weakened.
Please set aside the necessary funding to acquire the Plum Creek lands available for the people of Montana. This is an opportunity we can’t pass up
Thank you.

Sincerely,

